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Languages Around the World

Part A

Look at the following 2 charts on languages spoken around the world and answer the questions which follow each chart.

Chart 1
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(International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, Bright, 1992)
1. What information does this chart give us?

2. How many languages have more than 10,000 speakers?

3. How many languages have fewer than 10,000 speakers?

4. What percentage of languages are spoken by more than 1,000,000 people? 

5. What does this suggest about the future of language diversity?

Chart 2

Geographic Distribution of Living Languages, 1996

	geographic area
	total no.

of living languages
	percentage

	The Americas
	1,000
	15%

	Africa
	2,011
	30%

	Europe
	225
	3%

	Asia
	2,165
	32%

	The Pacific
	1,302
	19%

	
	------
	

	TOTAL
	6,703
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Ethnologue, Grimes, 1996

1. What information does this pie chart give us?

2. How many languages are spoken in Africa?

3. Which geographic area has the highest number of languages? How many 
are spoken there?

4. What is the total number of languages spoken in the world according to 
chart 1? chart 2?  

5. Are the numbers the same?  Why or why not?

Part B

Go to this website:  http://www.domainisland.com/di/html/100languages.htm. Compare the list you find there with the list below, then answer the questions which follow.

Number of speakers of the top 40 languages (in millions)

1. Mandarin Chinese (726)

2. English (427)

3. Spanish (266)

4. Hindi (182)

5. Arabic (181)

6. Portuguese (165)

7. Bengali (162)

8. Russian (158)

9. Japanese (124)

10. German (121)

11. French (116)

12. Javanese (75)

13. Korean (66)

14. Italian (65)

15. Panjabi (60)

16. Marathi (58)

17. Vietnamese (57)

18. Telugu (55)

19. Turkish (53)

20. Tamil (49)

21. Ukrainian (45)

22. Polish (42)

23. Bhojpuri (41)

24. Gujarati (36)

25. Malayalam (30)

26. Kannada (26)

27. Sunda (26)

28. Hausa (24)

29. Maithili (24)

30. Oriya (23)

31. Burmese (22)

32. Persian (22)

33. Thai (21)

34. Dutch (21)

35. Awadhi (20)

36. Yoruba (20)

37. Malay (19)

38. Nepali (18)

39. Uzbek (17)

40. Assamese (15)

(International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, Bright, 1992)

1. Are the languages in the same order on both lists?  If not, why?

2. Are there more or less the same number of speakers for each language on both lists?  If not, why?


3. Can you explain the difference in the number of Panjabi speakers on the 2 lists? 

4. On the Top 100 Languages list, how many of the languages are spoken in China?  In India?

Part C

Now go to this website: http://www.sil.org/ethnologue/. For the language you have been assigned, answer the following questions:

· In which country is the language primarily spoken?

· In how many other countries is the language spoken? List them.

· How many speakers of the language are there?

· How many other languages are spoken in the same country?

· How many other languages in that country have fewer than 1,000 speakers?

1. Does this country have a lot of linguistic diversity? 

2. How many speakers of a language do you think are needed to keep it alive?

3. What can countries do to protect languages?
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