
INTRO TO CREATING .DEBS
https://wiki.debian.org/Packaging/Learn



Google Play for Android



App Store in iPhone



Software app on GNOME



apt/apt-get/aptitude



Repositories



/etc/apt/sources.list



APK file format



Create APK
Source code

+
Android Studio

=
APK



Inside APK

• Files => icon, program in machinelanguage etc
• Metadata => version, certificates etc



.deb

• Similar in concept to APK
• Contents arranged differently



apk vs deb

Android Studio vs Manydifferent build tools



apk vs deb

Single Android (works on allcustom roms) vs Many distros(so need many debs)



Why not a single deb?

• Flatpak
• Snap
• Omnibus
• Docker



Duplication or unpatched code

• Each app will have to take care of everydependency
• My app is special approach (earthrevolves around my project)



Shared maintenance

Fix openssl once and everyapp gets the fixed version



Single package manager

Just do a apt dist-upgrade toupdate everything



Harder in practice
Many developers don’twant to updatedependencies to latest



Harder in practice
It is Free Software, so wedo the update ourselves,which makes it harder.



Build from source

• Example https://salsa.debian.org/debian/birdie-alarm-mobile
• Wakeup Alarm app for mobiles
• https://wiki.debian.org/BuildingTutorial

https://salsa.debian.org/debian/birdie-alarm-mobile
https://salsa.debian.org/debian/birdie-alarm-mobile
https://wiki.debian.org/BuildingTutorial


Follow up
• Join groups via Matrix/XMPP/IRC:https://wiki.debian.org/Javascript/Mentors
• Contact me directly via Email/XMPP:praveen@debian.org

https://wiki.debian.org/Javascript/Mentors

