
Debian Maintainer 101
Lesson 1:Introduction to Debian

Andrea Colangelo
Debian Developer, Ubuntu Developer
Engineering department, univpm – 2014, MAY 6th



What is debian?
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The Debian Project is

an association of individuals
who have made common cause

to create a free operating system.

(The Debian Constitution)



Who are we?
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There are activists for

 Left-wing PARTIES



There are activists for

 RIGHT-WING PARTIES



There are activists for

OTHER PARTIES



There those who don't care

 At all



There are

 christians



There are

 Muslims



There are

 JewS



There are

 TAOISTs, DISCORDIANs,
PASTAFARIANs



There are

atheists



There are those who don't care

 At all



There are those who have

children



There are those who have

 grandchildren



There are those who have

children
who are Debian Developers



There are those who are

 SINGLE



There are those who got

married



There are those who got

married
with another Debian Developer



Socially speaking, Debian is

colourful



There are

 Students



There are

 teachers



There are

 Physicians



There are

 engineers, monks,
firemen, unemployed



There are those who own a

 company



There are those who own a

 Company
asking their employees to work in Debian



In general, better not take anything for

granted



What can you do
with debian?
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I use it on my own

 laptop



I use it on my own

servers



It's used by my

MOM



I used it to control

machineries



I used it in an

hospital



I used it in a

State archive



I use it to write

software



I use it to do nearly

everything



Debian doesn't have a purpose



Debian doesn't have a purpose

It's you to give it your purpose



Ask not what Debian can do for you 



Ask not what Debian can do for you 
Ask what you can do for Debian



Ask not what Debian can do for you 
Ask what you can do for Debian

Then work to make it happen



Ask not what Debian can do for you 
Ask what you can do for Debian

Then work to make it happen

(with the help of others too)



Some history
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● 12 release
● 13 (+8) architetture
● 21500+ source packages
● 976,404,649 LOCs (!!!)

   (621 lines of Cobol included!)

● 1505 Maintainers
● 1003 Debian Developers





How does the 
community works?
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Debian Project Leader



Debian Project Leader
Project secretary



Debian Project Leader
Project secretary

Technical Committee



Debian Project Leader
Project secretary
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Debian Project Leader
Project secretary

Technical Committee
delegates

The Debian Developers (all together)



Debian Project Leader
Project secretary

Technical Committee
delegates

The Debian Developers (all together)
The Debian Developer (as an individual)



Demo-cracy
vs

do-ocracy



Who CAN contribute
to debian?
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Short answer:

anyone





#1: DEBIAN CONTRIBUTOR



#2: DEBIAN maintainer



#3: DEBIAN developer



#3: DEBIAN developer
(the real one)



Anyone
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Anyone

Sponsored uploads
Debian Maintainer

Collab-maint access
Alioth commit rights
ssh alioth.debian.org

Access to BTS
Access to mailing lists

Access to events
Blog on planet.debian.org

Debian Developers

Unrevised uploads
Vote rights
Delegated roles
Advocate new DDs
debian-private@l.d.o.
<name>@debian.org
ssh *.debian.org
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User

Debian contributor

Debian maintainer

Debian developer

 ≥ 1 contribution

 ≥ 6 months
 ≥ 1 advocacy

New Member Process

 ≥ 1 package(s) maintained
 ≥ 1 advocacy

A signed GPG key



The NM PROCESS
(insert scary music here)
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Application and advocation
 Front desk identification

APPLICATION MANAGER Appointment
Philosophy and Procedures check – part 1
Philosophy and Procedures check – part 2

Tasks and skills check
Application report
Front desk check

Debian account manager approval (Yeee!!!)
Account creation



ThE foundation 
documents
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DFSG
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#1: Free Redistribution

#2: The program must include source code

#3: The license must allow derived works

#5: No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups

#6: No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor



DFSG-free
or

non dfsg-free?



Debian development
(trailer only)
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UPSTREAM
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SOURCE PACKAGE

UPSTREAM

1+ binary package(S)

THE Debian Archive

dh-make

debuild + pbuilder

dput

dput

apt-get source

Where most of the
manual work is done

Lots of things
happen here!



Andrea Colangelo
@andreacolangelo

warp10@debian.org
andreacolangelo.com

Licensed under the terms of WTFPL:
http://www.wtfpl.net/txt/copying/
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